
Plot Notes 

Plot: The sequence of events in the story (summary) 

The Five Parts of Plot: 

Exposition: Beginning of a story; Introduces characters, setting, and the basic 

situation 

Rising Action: Introduces the conflict; the conflict grows more intense 

Climax: Conflict reaches its greatest point; Sometimes called the turning point 

Falling Action:   Everything that happens after the climax: conflict starts to end 

Resolution: resolves the conflict (solution to the problem) and story ends; All loose 

ends are tied up 

Character Notes 

Character: Someone (something or animal) that takes place in a narrative. 

Major Characters: The most important characters in a narrative 

Minor Characters: Less important characters who are not the main focus of the 

action 

Protagonist: The main character; the conflict of the protagonist (what he or she 

wants) sets the story in motion 

Antagonist: A character or force that is in a conflict with the protagonist 

A Dynamic character:  Someone who changes or learns something as a result of 

what happens in the story. 

A Static character does not change or develop. 

A Round Character is a complex, fully developed character with many different 

personality traits, both good and bad.  

A flat character is someone who has just one or two personality 

 



 

 

Types of Characterization  

-In direct characterization the author describes a character 

-In indirect characterization the author develops a character through speech and 

actions-use steal (Must provide evidence to support) 

Speech 

Thoughts 

Effect on others 

Actions 

Looks 

Point of View 

Point of View (POV) is the perspective from which a literary work is told. 

First Person Point of View-The narrator is a character who is part of the action 

and uses pronouns such as I, Me, and My 

Third Person Point of View-The narrator is someone outside the action rather 

than a character 

Two Types of Third Person Point of View 

1. Omniscient third person point of view-The narrator is an “ALL 

KNOWING” observer who can relate what every character thinks and 

feels 

2. Limited third person Point of View- The narrator relates some thoughts 

and feelings of only one character-but that character is not actually telling 

story (Narrator is LIMITED on what he/she knows) 

 



 

Conflict-a problem the characters face (a struggle) 

-An external conflict is a struggle between a character and an outside force 

 Character vs Character 

 Character vs Nature 

 Character vs Society 

 Character vs Fate 

-An internal conflict takes place within a character’s mind 

 Character vs Self 

 

 


