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14.1 Nouns (Collective and Compound Nouns) • Practice 2

Exercise 1 Recognizing Collective Nouns. Underline the nouns in the following sentences.
Circle the collective nouns.

EXAMPLE: Marie shocked the audienceaudience with her final words.

1. A panel of scientists debated the probability of life on other planets.

2. An outlandish sketch of an imaginary Martian amused the audience.

3. The performance of the team improved tremendously after the speech given by the coach.

4. Pickett led his brigade in a daring charge at Gettysburg.

5. William Shakespeare wrote his plays for one particular company of actors.

6. A pair of swans swam lazily around the lake.

7. The captain ordered new uniforms for the crew.

8. Christopher wants to join the army when he is eighteen.

9. Tony hired a jazz trio to play at the party.

10. An interesting speaker gave a presentation for the assembly today.

11. The entire herd had to be checked for disease.

12. An unruly mob moved quickly toward the jailhouse.

13. Members of the union were marching with signs in front of the store.

14. The singer approached the microphone, and the band began to play.

15. Melanie and her seven musical friends formed an octet.

Exercise 2 Recognizing Compound Nouns. Underline each compound noun in the following
paragraph.

EXAMPLE: There is no way their high school can beat ours this year.

(1) Yesterday in homeroom, Bob and I discussed sports in our junior high school. (2) We agreed that
our victory in volleyball was the highlight of the year. (3) Bob said he couldn’t wait to go to high school,
where we will be able to play basketball, water polo, and baseball. (4) I myself would like to be a linebacker
on the football team.

Exercise 3 Writing Sentences With Compound Nouns. Write a sentence of your own that
uses the type of compound noun given in parentheses. Then underline the compound noun.

EXAMPLE: (hyphenated words) Mel’s great-grandmother likes to ski.

1. (separate words)

2. (hyphenated words)

3. (combined words)

4. (separate words)

5. (hyphenated words)

6. (combined words)

7. (separate words)

8. (hyphenated words)

9. (combined words)

10. (separate words)
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