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23 Cases of Who and Whom • Practice 1

Separate Uses in Sentences Who is a pronoun in the nominative case. Like other nominative
pronouns, who is used as the subject of a verb.

USING WHO

The Subject of a Question Who finished first?
The Subject of a Subordinate Clause I met the woman who directs the recreation

program here.

Whom is a pronoun in the objective case. Like other objective pronouns, whom is used (1) as the direct
object of a verb or (2) as the object of a preposition.

USING WHOM

The Direct Object of a Verb Whom did she ask to return?
It was William whom they interviewed.

The Object of a Preposition To whom shall I address this note?
Here is the artist about whom I was speaking.

Exercise 1 Using Who and Whom. Write who or whom in each blank below.

EXAMPLE: Ronald after whom do I speak?

1. Beside are you sitting?

2. Have you met the pilot is flying the plane?

3. For are we waiting?

4. The actor the critics selected received an award.

5. Tell me the name of the congressman you are describing.

6. You recommended for the job?

7. drew this cartoon?

8. Everyone we polled agreed with us.

9. Alfred Hitchcock is the filmmaker he most admires.

10. has traveled through the most states?

Exercise 2 Choosing the Correct Form and Use of Who and Whom. Circle the correct form
of the pronoun in parentheses. Then write the number that describes how the pronoun is used in the
sentence: 1 (subject of a question); 2 (subject of a subordinate clause); 3 (direct object of a verb); 4

(object of a preposition).

EXAMPLE: She is the author ( whowho , whom) wrote this novel. 2

1. (Who, Whom) received the most votes?

2. (Who, Whom) have they nominated for secretary?

3. With (who, whom) are you having lunch?

4. Michael is the runner (who, whom) came in first.

5. (Who, Whom) besides you can’t find his notebook?

6. John was the person (who, whom) they sent to California.

7. Mary is the one (who, whom) represents us on the student council.

8. (Who, Whom) in the first act has the most lines?

9. I photographed the man (who, whom) works with my father.

10. Alan is the person to (who, whom) he dedicated his first book.
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