
Civil War Recruitment Poster Activity 
 
 The year is 1861 and you are a citizen of one of the Border States.  The events of the past year have been of 
great interest to you, your family and your neighbors.  Your background and beliefs have led you to become a supporter 
of the Confederates.  Your state has chosen to remain in the Union, but you have enlisted in the Confederate army.  In 
order to increase your chances of winning this war, you must convince other members of your community to enlist with 
you.  Your job is to create two artifacts designed to encourage enlistment in the Confederate army.  The directions listed 
below will guide you through this important task. 
 
 Part One 

You will create a recruitment poster using propaganda techniques.  Your poster must contain the following 
elements: 

1. A slogan designed to create an emotional response in the reader.  This emotion could be fear, anger, 
patriotism or guilt. 

2. A colorful image designed to reinforce this emotional response.  The image must depict either one of 
the causes of the war or a major advantage enjoyed by your side. 

3. A clear indication that your poster is a pro-Confederate recruitment poster.  You don’t want to 
inspire people to join the enemy by mistake! 

Part Two 
You will write a speech to be given at the next town meeting.  This speech must use powerful language to 
create the same type of emotional response as the poster.  You need to persuade people to put their lives on the 
line for the Confederacy. Your speech must contain the following elements: 

1.  A clear description of at least two reasons why the Confederacy is fighting for independence. 
(slavery, state’s rights, tariffs, to preserve a way of live, economic protection…) 

2. As an opinion piece, this speech should include colorful language intended to bring about an 
emotional response in the listener. 

This speech will not be delivered in class—it is merely a writing assignment. 
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 The year is 1861 and you are a citizen of one of the Border States.  The events of the past year have been of 
great interest to you, your family and your neighbors.  Your background and beliefs have led you to become a supporter 
of the Union.  Your state has chosen to remain in the Union, but you have noticed many members of your community 
are joining the Confederates.  Many others are uncertain about which side they should join.  In order to increase your 
chances of winning this war, you must convince other members of your community to enlist in the Union Army with 
you.  Your job is to create two artifacts designed to encourage enlistment in the Union Army.  The directions listed 
below will guide you through this important task. 
 
 Part One 

You will create a recruitment poster using propaganda techniques.  Your poster must contain the following 
elements: 

1. A slogan designed to create an emotional response in the reader.  This emotion could be fear, 
anger, patriotism or guilt. 

2. A colorful image designed to reinforce this emotional response.  The image must depict either 
one of the causes of the war or a major advantage enjoyed by your side. 

3. A clear indication that your poster is a pro-Union recruitment poster.  You don’t want to inspire 
people to join the enemy by mistake! 

Part Two 
You will write a speech to be given at the next town meeting.  This speech must use powerful language to 
create the same type of emotional response as the poster.  You need to persuade people to put their lives on the 
line for the Union. Your speech must contain the following elements: 

1.  A clear description of at least two reasons why the Union is fighting this war. (slavery, 
Federal power, tariffs, economics, the right of states to leave the Union) 

2. As an opinion piece, this speech should include colorful language intended to bring about an 
emotional response in the listener. 

This speech will not be delivered in class—it is merely a writing assignment. 



 


